ORIGINAL SPIRITUAL LEADERS’ STATEMENT

Love for and respect of one's fellow human beings are perhaps the most prominent and universal core values of the
many spiritual and religious traditions that have ever existed. While sometimes differing markedly in many other
ways, spiritual and religious persons and groups can at least agree with this tenet: "We have a deep and abiding
obligation to love and respect others." Indeed, not treating others respectfully or as we would want to be treated is
seen by the various faith traditions as moral failure.

As leaders representing a wide variety of spiritual expression in the State of Delaware, we strongly support the full
civil rights of lesbian, gay and bisexual persons and see such support as being very consistent with our shared belief.
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LUTHERAN (ELCA)
The Rev. Dr. John F. Steinbruck
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The Rev. Dorothy Greet
The Rev. W. David Weddington
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The Rev. Dr. David A. Farmer
The Rev. Dr. E. Jeffrey Mask
The Rev. J. Thomas Ledbetter
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The Rev. Thomas Bohache
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The Rev. Dr. Jonathan Baker
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The Rev. Richard C. Stazesky
The Rev. Laura Lee C. Wilson
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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
The Rev. Dr. Patrick T. O’Neill
The Rev. Dr. Richard Speck
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The Rev. Keith W. Goheen
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The Rev. Harvey Manchester, Jr.
The Rev. D. Michael Smith

EARTH-CENTERED
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SIGNATORIES EMERITI (THOSE SIGNATORIES WHO SUBSEQUENTLY LEFT DELAWARE OR
ARE DECEASED)

JEWISH:
Rabbi Michael Goldberg, Rabbi Moshe V. Goldblum, Rabbi Steven M. Leapman, Rabbi Daniel Satlow, Cantor
Michael M. Mandel

EPISCOPAL:

The Vy. Rev. Margaret P. Patterson, The Rev. Canon Lloyd S. Casson, The Rev. Dr. John W. Martiner, The
Rev. Margaret Kay Ashby, The Rev. Anne B. Bonnyman, The Rev. Douglas Culton, The Rev. Lois T. Keen, The
Rev. James Lewis, The Rev. Richard Swartout, The Rev. Roy Tripp, The Rev. Sylvia Vasquez, The Rev. David
Ware, The Rev. Paula Lawrence Wehmiller

PRESBYTERIAN, USA:
The Rev. David D. Colby, The Rev. Elizabeth G. Dick, The Rev. Kermit D. Johnson, The Rev. Lynn Johnson,
The Rev. Clyde H. Knotts, The Rev. Susan K. Olson, The Rev. Elizabeth Vandegrift, The Rev. Jon M. Walton

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST:
The Rev. Dr. Peter A. Wells

UNITED METHODIST:
The Rev. Jack Abel

EARTH-CENTERED:
Ms. Faith Queman
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